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During a Jan. 10 press conference, the Sandinista Popular Army's (Ejercito Popular Sandinista, EPS)
joint chief of staff, Maj. Gen. Joaquin Cuadra addressed recent media reports of foreign support
for recontras operating in the northern and central parts of the country (for most recent previous
coverage of recontra operations see CAU 01/08/93.) Cuadra said the EPS "has no evidence" to
substantiate claims by campesinos living near the northern border with Honduras that recontras
have been receiving air drops, presumably containing supplies and weapons. He added that
absolutely no support was being provided to the recontras by the Honduran government, or by
other agencies or private groups in Honduras or in the US. Nonetheless, according to Cuadra,
some evidence suggests that groups of Nicaraguan exiles in the US may have provided support
to the recontras. Cuadra who is second-in-command in the EPS after army chief Gen. Humberto
Ortega says the EPS's late December offensive against the recontras has provoked numerous
skirmishes, with a casualty tally of 20 killed and 10 wounded, including recontras, government
security force members, and civilians. Cuadra reiterated that all irregular armed groups which
refuse government offers to enter negotiations will be pursued with full military force by the EPS.
However, he added that ultimately, the problem of violence in the countryside will not disappear
until the problems of unemployment and lack of support for farmers are resolved. According to
Sergio Caramagna, a leader from the Organization of American States' International Support and
Verification Commission (CIAV-OEA), the current recontra bands constitute a "new generation"
of armed groups. He said that unlike the recontras and recompas which carried out operations
during the previous two years, political demands put forth by the current recontras are similar to
those assumed during the 1980s by the Nicaraguan Resistance (Resistencia Nicaraguense, RN).
The current groups, he said, "have a different profile, they are much more political." Since 1990,
the CIAV-OEA has supervised the process of civilian reintegration for demobilized contras from
the RN. Caramagna revealed that in early December 1992, recontra leaders initiated a round of
private talks with government officials. He said that when the two sides failed to reach agreement
on several negotiating points, the talks broke off and the recontras subsequently launched their
"Bermudez '93" offensive. In the Jan. 6 communique announcing that offensive, recontras from the
Fuerzas Democraticas de Salvacion Nacional (FDSN) called on the population to join the "armed
insurrection." Specifically, the FDSN urged Nicaraguans to "take to the streets and begin civil
disobedience...[aimed at] overthrowing the military dictatorship in Nicaragua." Copies of the
communique, signed by FDSN chief "Charrito," were distributed the same day in Managua during
a protest march convoked by the National Opposition Union (UNO). During that march, headed by
former National Assembly president Alfredo Cesar, Vice President Virgilio Godoy, and Managua
Mayor Arnoldo Aleman, President Chamorro was openly labelled a "traitor," and some present at
the event called on demobilized contras to rise in arms again. (Sources: Notimex, 01/06/93; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, 01/10/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/10/93,
01/12/93)
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